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"Music has been in my blood from the day I was born," said Louis Armstrong. He rose from a

troubled childhood and a life of poverty to set the music world on fire. Armstrong's lively trumpet

playing, trademark "scat" singing, and natural talent for showmanship dazzled audiences for more

than fifty years. In clear, crisp prose, the McKissacks place Armstrong in American musical history

and show the impact his extraordinary talent made throughout the world.
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Gr 1-3-There is always a need for quality biographies and the strength of these particular titles is

their breadth of coverage. Not only do the McKissacks profile well-known subjects such as Martin

Luther King, Jr. and George Washington Carver, but they also address figures who might not be as

famous (such as Madam C.J. Walker and Carter G. Woodson). The texts, which were originally

published in the early 1990s, are clearly written and presented in a clean design. Captions for the

full-color photos and illustrations provide additional information and the further reading and websites

have been updated. Some of the text-heavy pages might present a problem for lower-level readers,

but overall, the language is simple and straightforward. Challenging vocabulary is set in a bold font



and defined in the glossaries. These introductions will be useful for reports and for independent

reading.-Rita Meade, Brooklyn Public Library, NY ÃŽÂ±(c) Copyright 2011. Library Journals LLC, a

wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

This is a super cute book for kids but the description does not say it's paperback. I thought for that

price it would be hardback. I was surprised to get a wafer thin little paperback book for $9.35
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